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Problem Statement1

As stated in an Art Education Report (2010) by NCERT “it was stated that children in classes I and II when

steered into learning short theme oriented poems/rhymes focusing on different subjects such as colors,

numbers, plants and animals, help in enhancing cognitive understanding of their surroundings as well as

augment language and communication skills.”

From early childhood the child uses creativity: to construct and reconstruct an endless variety of images.

The child grasps the stubby crayon and attempts to express what she/he sees in terms of symbols – the

stick — like man, the symmetrical house, the plane… children’s minds seem especially tuned to the use

of metaphors and symbols. At around eight years, the type of painting/drawing that the child does

changes, as she/ he moves more and more towards realistic depictions and the process of capturing

visual details, often with greater skills. Thus, at the very outset of school education, children should be

1 https://currentaffairs.gktoday.in/tags/gross-enrolment-ratio

https://currentaffairs.gktoday.in/tags/gross-enrolment-ratio


provided opportunities and granted the possibility to expand upon their creativity adding to their

experiences through painting, craftwork, clay-modeling, singing, movement, recitation and storytelling.2

Sport helps youth to become better contributors to society. It is stated that a child’s involvement in sport

helps them to improve their social interaction, increase their confidence, and improve their listening

skills and health. Participation in sport is linked to higher grades, lower dropout rate, reduced truancy

and lower crime rates. When children are playing sport, they are learning how to interact with the world

around them and the people in it. In sport, children learn how to contribute to something bigger than

themselves.3

Thus, Bhumi works with under-privileged children from low-income backgrounds who get little to no

exposure to the arts (visual arts, literature, theatre, etc.), as they are not provided by schools and shelter

homes/orphanages. Reports suggest that by raising test scores and overall academic achievement, arts

education can help close the gap between socio-economic groups, creating a more level playing field

between children who may not be exposed to these enrichment experiences outside of school as some

of their more privileged peers.

The Approach:

As per National Education Policy 2019,4 curriculum and pedagogy are said to be transformed by 2022 in

order to minimise rote learning and encourage holistic development contributing to enhance 21st

century skills such as critical thinking, creativity, scientific temper, communication, collaboration,

problem solving, ethics, social responsibility, and digital literacy.

Although the scenario of students having to adapt to the teaching styles of their teachers still prevails

strongly in schools, Bhumi ensures to train the volunteers and facilitators to adapt to the learning

needs/styles of children by modifying their delivery methodology through small ratio groups.

4 https://mhrd.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/nep/English1.pdf

3 https://athleteassessments.com/

2 http://www.ncert.nic.in/departments/nie/deaa/publication/Print/pdf/1.pdf

https://mhrd.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/nep/English1.pdf
https://athleteassessments.com/
http://www.ncert.nic.in/departments/nie/deaa/publication/Print/pdf/1.pdf


National Overview:

Assessing Learning Outcomes:

Education must equip students with the skills they need to lead healthy, productive, meaningful lives;

however, in India, this is not the case – of the 250 million children worldwide who cannot read or write,

two-fifths reside in India, despite a primary school enrollment rate of 92.26%.

Bhumi’s assessment methodology based on the best available sectoral knowledge is suitable for children

and teacher volunteers who deliver the content. The academic year begins with a Baseline Assessment

(BAT) which helps in analysing the skill levels of a child for which content for rest of the year will be

delivered. Mid-term assessments are also conducted if/when applicable to assess if a child’s learning

path is on track with the academic plan as well as to analyse if the volunteer’s teaching methodology is

grasped by children – this serves as a feedback loop for the volunteers to alter/enhance their content

delivery. The academic year closes with an End Year Assessment (EYA) which provides the base for

recording and analysing progress created in a child. With a long-term intervention, this derives the

programme’s impact data.

Outcomes:

Short Term:

● Increase in literacy and numeracy skill levels

● Improved behaviours both inside and outside classrooms; with teachers, peers and

others



● Increase in tutor ability and confidence in class delivery and community engagement

● Increase in parents’ awareness and involvement in child’s learning

Long Term:

● A strong future orientation and life skills to ensure future success

● Reduced drop out from school

● Increased opportunities for college and future employment

● Financial and social stability

● Engagement in their community’s civic life

Programme Description – Annual Talent Fest (Nakshatra)

Bhumi addresses the devoid of arts and extracurricular activities in the lives of our beneficiaries through

Reach Out programmes which deliver art, music and sports to children. These culminate in a one of its

kind initiatives Nakshatra - Bhumi’s annual inter orphanage/learning centre talent festival to unleash the

creative potential of children between 5 years to 18 years of age conducted every year.

To encourage talent and potential, children discover their hidden talents in an array of competitive

activities so that children of all age groups participate and gain immensely from competing against their

peers in a healthy competition. Different competitions in arts / sports are held such as – Clay modelling,

Adzap, Group dance, Rangoli, Story Writing, Guess It, Skits, Group Song, Face Painting, Junk Art, Pot

Painting, Collage Making, Relay, Shot Put, Long Jump, Kho Kho, Carrom, Chess, Badminton, Football etc.

All children receive participation certificates and winners accrue winning certificates.

Volunteer Opportunities in Nakshatra:

Employees of your organisation can volunteer for

● Event planning/organizing: engagement for at least four weekends before the event in teams

such as transportation, liaison, inventories, etc.

● Judging events: only for people with expertise in the respective events

● Conducting events: Assist Bhumi volunteers on the day of the event

● Shelter home Manager: Manage a shelter home of kids and maximise their participation

● Food Team: Enjoy serving breakfast, lunch and refreshments for the children



Impact of Nakshatra

● Bigger and better opportunities for children to showcase their talents before a larger audience

● Children realising their potential, and returning the next year with better performances

● Increased self-confidence and self-esteem

Support Requested:

Bhumi’s low-cost per child model has allowed us to scale rapidly, while providing high quality

programs. Your investment in our programs will allow us to scale programs and bridge

education gaps for many more children during the coming year.

Description Amount (in INR)

Funding support towards supplementary education programme for 250
children (per child annual cost of Rs 2,000)

5,00,000

Cost of 200 children participating in Nakshatra Arts and Sports talent
development (per child cost of Rs 500)

1,00,000

Total Program Budget for 250 Children 6,00,000



Programme Impact Story:

STEM Learning for a Brighter Future!

Yantra, Bhumi’s Robotics project, started its journey in January 2015 when 30 children were selected for
classes at Ramakrishna Mission Students Home in Chennai. With Belgium based NGO Dwengo as the
knowledge partner, concepts were taught using the STEM (Science Technology Engineering
Mathematics) methodology which stimulated the children’s interests even more.

We could see that this enabled children a fun and creative way to understand simple math and scientific
principles – thus, also overcoming their fear of these subjects which can be daunting otherwise.

Grade 9 children at PCMC High School, Pimple Gurav (Pune) were captivated just to know the difference
between an AC & a DC motor. The enthusiasm they show to learn new concepts is that which gives us,

the volunteers, motivation to go back and do better.

Adithya and Swaroop, children from the school, not just took minimal
time to understand the concepts of loops and binary conversions, but also
helped the other children grasp these concepts. When the volunteers
introduced them to basic hardware components like LCDs, LEDs, Sensors
& Motors, they were able to understand the functionality and made an
array of LED sensors, with little guidance, that glowed in a pattern. They
also made a remote-controlled car with support from Vaibhav, one of our
volunteers.

Further, the volunteers used
“Arduino Blockly” – a visual programming code simulator that
made the children practice and learn coding in a simple and
interactive way. 

The hands-on learning exposure of each module has created a
significant impact on the children and now they are on the path
of creating autonomous robots like maze followers, smart bins,
etc. and are also ready to hit the competitions. 

“Personalized learning technology helps students achieve their
full potential in the classroom and enables teachers to do what
they do best – Teach!” 
Dance Chennai Dance

‘Dance Chennai Dance’ is a huge platform for children to display their grooves and moves and TS Kannan

(a class 7 student) from a shelter home participated in the mega event. It was a first time that he

experienced a stage as grand as this and it was a winning moment earned from years of practice by the

child, along with support of Bhumi volunteers where his rock-solid performance won him a 3rd prize in



the event in Oct 2017. His powerful and elegant performance won him a spot among the 22 finalists.

This competition and the success are a motivation that has led Kannan to set a goal for himself.

Awards and Recognition

● 2019 – Renny Abraham TANKER Foundation’s Love for Service

● 2019 – LN Mishra New India Changemaker Award, Lalit Narayan Mishra College of Business

Management

● 2018 – Gratitude Award by the Gratitude Network, USA
● 2017 – Charity Impact Awards – Education, B1G1

● 2017 – Surabhi Puraskar Award – Surabhi Trust

● 2017 – Bhumi is Champion Level – GuideStar India Platinum for year 2017 – 2018

● 2016 – Jeppiaar icon Awards – Sathyabama University

● 2016 – Youth Icon Award – Take Care India & Dr.APJ Abdul Kalam International Foundation

● 2016 – Bhumi won the ‘Certificate of Merit’ at World CSR Congress 2016 held in Mumbai

● 2015 – Unsung Hero of Tamil Nadu— The Weekend Leader

● 2015 – Bhumi is Guide Star Platinum Certified for year 2015 – 2016

● 2014 – Bhumi won the ‘Leader in Volunteer Engagement’ Award at the iVolunteer Awards

2014

● 2013 – Seva Ratna Award— Atchaya Foundation

● 2013 – ‘Vocational Excellence – Education’ Award from the Rotary Club of Chennai Towers

Conclusion

Bhumi engages young volunteers to deliver the education programmes, thus inculcating the spirit of

volunteerism among the youth of the country. Through volunteerism, India can leverage on the immense

potential of its youth in addressing the persistent and inter-generational developmental challenges that

it faces. Hence, Bhumi, understanding the underlying potential of volunteering has taken a

multi-pronged approach to address social issues; engaging volunteers to bridge academic gaps faced by

underprivileged children and societal concerns thus aiding volunteers to become leaders of tomorrow.

Bhumi believes a solution that creates educationally empowered youth capable of active participation

and development of the community they belong to will make these children self-reliant, and

self-sustainable, steering them in the right direction.

We seek your support to Change Today ... Change Tomorrow


