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The Context
Improving and sustaining livelihoods through 
group-based interventions, especially through Self 
Help Groups (SHGs) in rural areas has emerged as one 
of the largest micro-�nance & micro-enterprise move-
ment in the world. Today, there are approximately 8 
million women SHGs for whom the movement has 
become a way of life. It has given them an identity & an 
opportunity to engage with the outside world and 
remarkably change the livelihoods outcomes for 
themselves as well as their communities. These entre-
preneurial initiatives have also proved to be catalysers 
in taking technology to the rural door steps. While 
India battles the energy poverty, lack of access to clean 
energy and consequent climate risks, the SHGs-based 
solar energy enterprises prove to be a thriving solu-
tion. It not only engages the communities to consume 
and generate their own energy needs, but also helps in 
generating technology-based livelihoods for the local 
women through a robust rural economy that empow-
ers women as changemakers. With India’s ambitious 

women-led solar micro-enterprises can be envisioned 
as a key livelihood intervention to accelerate the 
non-farm rural economic growth in the country.

India Livelihoods Collective, in collaboration with 
CSRBOX, has curated a bespoke Virtual Boot Camp for 
you to learn the fundamentals of SHG-based Solar 
Technology Micro-enterprises. Join us for the 
two-day virtual Boot Camp on ‘SHGs-based Solar 
Enterprises: Access to Clean Energy through Wom-
en-powered Livelihoods’ and understand how to 
bring clean energy to the rural doorsteps with 
specially designed training session by Dr. Chetan 
Singh Solanki and some of best practices of stron-
gest enablers from across the country. 

Knowledge Partner
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The Boot Camp

Session Plan

For Whom

The Bootcamp-II on SHGs-based Solar Enterprises is 
planned in form of two sessions  on the 17th and 18th 
September, 2020 and aims to develop an end-to-end 
understanding of the professional. The programme 
builds organisational knowledge and capacities in 
terms of SOPs, implementation, management, gover-
nance frameworks, key challenges associated and 
learning. 

Women micro-enterprise promoters and clean energy access enablers in the eco-system (representing NGOs, 
CSR, Philanthropic Organisations, Start-ups, Consulting Firms and Academia) 

Session-I: Designing and Implementing Micro-enterprise Programmes for 
Solar Technology

Dr. Chetan Singh Solanki
Professor, IIT Bombay and Founder, Energy Swaraj Foundation
Dr. Solanki has  received his Ph.D. from IMEC (Ketholik University) Leuven, Belgium, a 
leading R&D and innovation hub in micro and nano-electronics. He had led major solar 
projects at Indian Institute of Technology Bombay including the National Centre for 
Photovoltaic Research and Education (NCPRE), which is one of the leading research 
centres in India and the Solar Urja through Localization for Sustainability (SoULS) Initia-
tive which through its clean light initiative has reached 8.5 million families. Prof. Solanki 
authored 7 books, published over 100 research papers in international journals, and has 4 US patents to his 
credit. His contribution to the solar industry has been immense.
Following Gandhian ideals, he has coined the word ‘Energy Swaraj’ and has authored his thoughts in the book 
“ Energy Swaraj: My Experiments with Solar Truth”. His desire to take concerted action in climate change mitiga-
tion prompted him to undertake Gandhi Global Solar Yatra across the world. He has founded Energy Swaraj 
Foundation, a not-for-pro�t organization to establish Energy Swaraj across the globe through public move-
ment. His Energy Swaraj Movement is a stepping stone towards energy access, energy sustainability, and 
climate change mitigation. He is also a recipient of several awards, such as, the IEEE Global Grand Prize for 
Empowering the Billion Lives, PM’s Awards for Innovation for the Solar Urja Lamp Project in Rajasthan and also 
holds 3 Guinness World Records to his credit for in Environmental Sustainability Lesson, Most People Assem-
bling Solar Powered Lamps Simultaneously and Most LED lights lit simultaneously.
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Session-II
SHG Best Practices: SOPs for Successful Enterprises

JEEViKA, Bihar Rural Livelihoods Promotion Society
JEEViKA has been able to reach out to more than 1 crore rural poor households by organizing them into 
approx. 9.23 lakhs women Self Help Groups to promote solar o�-grid systems, home lighting solutions, solar 
lamp distributions, establishment of assembly/manufacturing units and solar shops across the state. 

Business Associates Programme, SELCO Foundation
SELCO Foundation has been working with women as part of a Business Associate program, where women 
serve as ambassadors for solar-powered livelihoods and lighting solutions on a commission basis. These 
women are key drivers of change in their communities. The women work on their own on commission basis, 
supporting various DRE enterprises, and are able to substantially increase the reach at the grassroot level.

Women Solar Entrepreneurs, Energy Swaraj Foundation
Energy Swaraj Foundation is creating successful women solar entrepreneurs in Uttar Pradesh who procure, sell 
and also provide repair and maintenance for the solar products. 

Sakhi Unique Rural Enterprise, Swayam Shikshan Prayog
SURE specializes in reaching out high impact solutions to those at the Bottom of the Pyramid (BOP), through a 
last mile distribution network of Women Entrepreneurs called “Sakhi”. The Sakhi network has outreached 
reliable and a�ordable solar products across the states of Maharashtra and Bihar. 

Saral Jeevan Sahelis, Frontier Markets
Frontier Markets has built a platform to connect Last Mile customers and product/services that otherwise 
would not have access to each other. It has invested in rural women, and has launched a unique female entre-
preneur model where women are recruited and trained to become “Saral Jeevan Sahelis” (or “Easy Life Friends”) 
to go door-to-door in their villages to market, sell, and deliver solar products.

*to be con�rmed

How can SHGs start their solar enterprise and information about various start-up packages

Technology training and skilling

Technology- procurement, manufacturing and assembly

Value chains, products, business models and sustainability

Last-mile delivery of various products, help in setting up a service and repair centre

Leveraging partnerships to sustain and scale-up

Key Highlights:
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Early Bird Registration:  INR 826 (till 8th September 2020)

Standard: INR 1180 ( from 9th September onwards)

Registration Deadline: 15th September, 2020 (subject to availability of seats)
*The session is free for India Livelihoods Collective’s partner organisations. Please write to us at 
bhagyashree@csrbox.org for registering your representatives.

Registration Process (limited seats)

Online Payment
Please click here for registrations and online payment https://bit.ly/3lqQa98
Once completed, please send us the same along with payment receipt to aanchal@csrbox.org
For immediate escalations or to know more about India Livelihoods Collective, please feel free to write to 
bhagyashree@csrbox.org 

Fees (inclusive of taxes) 

Terms & Conditions

Registration fee is non-refundable; however, nominee name can be changed

Once you submit the registration form along with the payment (online), you will receive the con�rmation 
email within 2 working days. 

You will receive the details to access the online session latest by 16th September, 2020

The recordings of the session are subject of copyrights and will not be shared with the participants, however, 
a detailed summary report of deliberations would be released for ready reference. 
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India Livelihoods Collective (ILC), a non-�nancial commitment-based platform, is envisaged to bring together 
the strength of various expert agencies, business groups, CSR foundations, institutions and non-pro�ts. The 
platform is a collaboration-hub of like-minded organizations, facilitated by CSRBOX, to leverage existing 
knowledge and experiences of various organizations to ideate, design and implement projects through geo-
graphic or theme-based collaborations. This will help all of us to think fast, work faster and amplify impacts 
along with bringing down the cost of implementation of projects. The platform will also help in leveraging the 
collective power to reach out to policy-makers at centre and state levels to get policy or programmatic inter-
ventions, work closely with state and district administration to avoid duplication of e�orts and leverage gov-
ernment ecosystem wherever it is possible.

CSRBOX is India’s leading CSR knowledge and impact intelligence driven collaboration platform for the devel-
opment community. It serves as an enabler, encouraging partnerships between CSR stakeholders. At CSRBOX, 
we are committed to the idea of advancing social impact and change. Whether you are a Donor agency look-
ing to invest in transformative and sustainable projects or an implementation leader dedicated to accomplish 
your organization’s goals, CSRBOX can help you achieve your objectives. With years of experience in working 
on social development projects with nonpro�¬ts, corporate and social enterprises, we excel in catalyzing the 
vibrant social transformation movement in India by driving collaborations and partnerships for good. With 
research, strategy and designing tailored programs in the CSR ecosystem, we help our clients solve their most 
challenging issues. 

About India Livelihoods Collective

About CSRBOX

5


